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School bells always ringing at TWC
The current school year is still in session, but Together We Cope staff already is focused on the start of the next school term.
“We work well in advance for our annual Back-to-School program,” said Tina Kessens, special events coordinator. “We hope to
equip 1,500 children in need with backpacks and school supplies in August. That means we must start collecting the items now.”
Kessens and Kerry Nolan, fundraising assistant, will place school supply collection boxes at many locations in the community
and also seek financial support from local businesses and organizations. Backpacks especially are needed, as they are not donated in
the quantity needed.
Further information is available from them at 708-633-5040 or tkessens@togetherwecope.org and knolan@togetherwecope.org.

Support Together We
register for the

All you runners and bikers, get ready for the Duathlon in
Tinley Park scheduled for June 24, 2012. This event consists
of a 2- mile run, 11- mile bike ride and a 2 – mile run
throughout scenic Tinley Park and the surrounding forest
preserve area.
You can enter as an individual or as a team of two in a
relay fashion. Medals will be awarded for individuals and
teams. Categories will be broken into 5-year age brackets.
First, second and third place awards will be given to individuals in both male and female categories, as well as male, female and mixed teams.
All proceeds from this event will be donated to Together
We Cope as it has for the last ten years. Each year the race
gets bigger and better. Registration closes at 650 participants
so register early. To sign up, visit www.metlifeduathlon.com.

TWC staff, family and friends will
walk in the Greater Chicago Food
Depository Hunger Walk

Back the TWC Team!
Kerry Nolan, fundraising assistant at Together We Cope, laces up her walking shoes to
train for the Greater Chicago Food Depository’s
annual Hunger Walk Saturday, June 23 at Soldier Field in Chicago. Kerry is organizing a
team of walkers who will raise funds for
TWC’s purchases of food from the depository.
For more information on sponsoring the TWC
Team, go to www.chicagosfoodbank.org and
make a pledge, or contact Kerry at
knolan@togetherwecope.org.

TWC Eighth Golf Outing
Odyssey Country Club
Shot Gun Start 11:30 am
Wed. June 6, 2012
NAIFA Golf Outing
Woodbine Golf Course
Tues. July 24, 2012
A portion of the proceeds
benefit Together We Cope
Greater Chicago Food Depository
Hunger Walk
Soldier Field
Sat. June 23, 2012
Race Around the World Duathlon
Proceeds benefit TWC
Sun. June 24, 2012
OPAMA Caribbean Block Party
Pluck a Duck Fundraiser
Sun, July 15, 2012
TWC Volunteer Picnic
El Morro Park
Sun. August 26, 2012

Pasta Dinner & Night at the Races
Wed. Sept. 12, 2012
Orland Chateau

We joined the rest of
the nation in celebration
of National Volunteer
Week in April, taking a
moment to acknowledge
the nearly 200 area residents who put the
“together” in Together
We Cope. We gave little
gifts to our wonderful
volunteers to thank them for sharing their special
talents with us, but there is no gift that could
adequately express our gratitude for the wideranging contribution they make to our agency.
Our volunteers do everything from conducting neighborhood food drives to performing high
-level consulting services. They stack the shelves
in the food pantry, sort the donations in the resale
shop, answer the phones in the office and clean
the building after hours. Many of them are professionals who give us the benefit of their wisdom and experience.
Right now we are benefiting from the expertise of Executive Service Corps of Chicago,
which is performing an analysis of internal operations and evaluating our client admission
process. We have been given this service in a
grant from United Way. We also are fortunate to
have the donated professional services of two
gentlemen who prefer to remain anonymous. One
is a real estate developer who is producing

an informational video on our agency and setting
up collection boxes for clothing donations at some
of his properties. The other, an architect, is studying
our office flow and design with an eye toward making some improvements in that area. We recently
received at reduced cost the services of one professional installing new safety lights in our parking lot,
and the donation from another professional of a lifttruck for eight hours in that project.
A group of ladies planning to donate baby items
to us put a fun twist on their project by assembling
dozens of “Project Night Night” bags. These are
cloth totes each containing a soft blanket, a cuddly
stuffed animal and a children’s book to read at bedtime.
Our volunteers find creative ways to help us in
our mission to assist south suburban families in
need. They have embraced our cause as theirs, and
they put a great deal of energy into their roles with
us. They have learned that their talents and abilities
can be stretched to cover new situations, and they
seem to enjoy the challenge of bringing their minds
to bear on a new problem.
Everyone wins in such a scenario, our volunteers
and our agency. But most of all, our clients get the
benefit of a caring community that extends a hand
to them at a time in their lives when they most need
a friend. Many of those clients give back when they
overcome their crisis, never forgetting how important that helping hand was in their lives.
That is how, together, we cope with the ups and
downs that beset all of us in the course of our lives.

A special ‘Thanks’ to our volunteers
Together We Cope said “thank you” to the nearly 200
area residents who give their time and talent to the agency’s
operation throughout the year. During Volunteer Appreciation Week in April, volunteers received a plant and a Together We Cope champagne flute filled with candy in acknowledgement of their efforts for TWC.
“Our volunteers are a great bunch,” said Cate Dietz, volunteer coordinator at TWC. “They come from all walks of
life and from many professions. They are reliable and work
very hard. They will do just about anything that needs doing. Our agency is very fortunate to have them.”
Volunteers work in every department of Together We
Cope, from the food pantry and resale shop to the front office and in fundraising campaigns.

Volunteer Marilyn Kelly receives a
plant and a candy-filled champagne
flute from Kathryn Straniero,
executive director, during
Volunteer Week in April.

Red Carpet Event brings out our ‘Stars’

Nu4u @ Nu2u!
Nu2u, Together We Cope’s resale shop, is sporting new low
prices on all items beginning in May. The previous automatic
50% reduction on all purchases has been replaced by permanently reduced prices all the time.
All shop items bearing a hot pink tag already have the new
price reduction and will not be further discounted at the register.
All other color tags will continue to receive the 50% reduction at
the register, for as long as those items last.
“Nu2u offers some of the best deals among all the resale
shops in the region,” said Pat Hosman, store manager.
“We continue to work at giving our shoppers a valuable experience when they visit our
store.”
Store management
also has launched a
drive for children’s
clothes donations as the
warmer months approach. Needed especially are shirts, shorts
and jeans.
Nu2u is open 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday
and Friday; 2 to 7 p.m.
Thursday; 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Saturday. It is
located at 17010 South
Sarah Bleakley, Nu2u shop
Oak Park Avenue in
staffer, shows the new hot pink
downtown Tinley Park.
tags on reduced-price children's
Further information is at
items in the resale shop.
(708) 633-9180.

Win $10,000 CASH - Win a Seven-Day Cruise for Two
Together We Cope celebrated its 30th
anniversary during the annual dinner dance in
February with some of its best friends and
longtime supporters.
As always, the buffet dinner was splendid
and the Odyssey Country Club in Tinley Park
did a wonderful job of making the event extra
special this year. Guests enjoyed a champagne toast with us to mark the anniversary
Tinley Park Mayor Edward Zabrocki
and then dined and danced all evening.
shares a laugh with Kathryn Straniero,
TWC executive director, as she introduces
This event is TWC’s major annual fundhim as an honorary chairman of this
raiser and our supporters showed amazing
year’s dinner dance.
generosity to make it a success. We thank
Tinley Park Mayor Edward Zabrocki and SouthtownStar columnist Phil Kadner
for serving as our honorary dinner chairmen and greeting our guests as they arrived
on the red carpet.
Special acknowledgement goes to the major sponsors of this year’s dinner
dance. The “champagne” sponsors were Molly Maid of Southwest Cook County,
CDE Collision Centers, Chicago Lawn Sertoma and Vee Pack Inc. We also are
very grateful to longtime supporters Ray
and Heather Kusinski, who this year donated the diamond bracelet for our raffle.
“We are so grateful to the many people who support us tonight, and all
through the year, in our mission to assist
families in crisis,” said Kathryn Straniero,
executive director of TWC. “Without our
supporters, and our many volunteers who
give so much of their time and talent, we
would not have the impact that we do in
the south suburban community.”
SouthtownStar columnist Phil Kadner, an

Win a Set of Golf Clubs - Win a $500 Golf Shop Credit

Wed. June 6, 2012
Odyssey Country Club
Tinley Park
10:30 am registration & lunch
11:30 am Shot Gun Start

honorary chairman of this year’s dinner dance,
gets his boutonniere adjusted
by his wife, Jeannie.

Call Karen Moran Ext. 7226

as attending parenting and financial literacy
classes, while working toward “graduation” from
the program and moving on to self-sufficiency.
‘Dana was wonderful to work with,” a TWC
staffer recalls. “She was eager to succeed and enthusiastic about every detail of the program. She
picked up a second part-time job while in the
Families First program and continued working
toward a college degree the entire time. She just
never gave up on herself.”
Together We Cope assistance to Dana and her family went well
beyond groceries from the food pantry. As she progressed in the
Families First program and was placed in an apartment with a rent
subsidy, TWC helped furnish it with household goods from its resale
shop, Nu2u. The family also was given clothing from Nu2u, including new winter coats. TWC provided referrals to Dana and her family for other needed services, including tuition assistance. Dana
proved to the landlord she could be a good tenant, and eventually
took over the rent obligation.
Looking back on her journey from crisis to college graduate,
Dana counts Together We Cope as one of her biggest blessings. “It’s
hard to believe that complete strangers could do so much for me and
my family,” she said. “I will never forget the kindness I received at
TWC, and I will reach out to help others when I can because of that
experience.”

Rock Bottom
Brewery and Restaurant in Orland Park
once again hosted a
group of Together
We Cope clients to a
complimentary Easter
brunch during its
annual Spring Gathering program last
month.
Dozens of families
gathered for a wonderful meal, arts and
crafts fun, and an
Rock Bottom Staff with the Easter Bunny
Easter egg hunt on the
restaurant’s lawn.
Youngsters were given photos of themselves with the Easter
Bunny, and were able to make a frame for the photo at the crafts
table. Children also received Easter baskets and stuffed animals.
As in the past, restaurant employees and their families volunteered
their services as cooks and wait staff for the event.
One elderly woman thanked restaurant and TWC staff enthusiastically, telling them it was the first time in years that her entire
family was gathered around her on a holiday and sharing a meal.
“This means so much to me,” she said. “Being with my children
and grandchildren on this holiday is a special blessing for me.”
A small boy, dressed up for the day in shirt and tie, said:
“Thank you for the Easter Bunny and the pancakes.” A little girl in
her Easter bonnet skipped through the restaurant clutching her new
teddy bear and swinging her Easter basket. Her mom smiled and
said, “We are so grateful for this special day.”
Together We Cope thanks Rock Bottom for its generosity and
care.

Checking out with a smile

A mom who never gave up
There’s a very special graduation in the Hammond household
this month. It’s not for the two college daughters in the family, nor
is it for the elementary school son.
It’s for Mom, Dana, an amazing woman and Together We
Cope client who worked herself out of a crisis center for abused
women and into a cap and gown to receive a May bachelor’s degree in health care management. And Dana already is enrolled at
another university where she’ll begin work toward a second bachelor’s degree, this one in nursing.
Indeed, she has set the academic bar high for the rest of her
family.
Dana was referred to Together We Cope through a local crisis
center, where she and her family were housed after she left an abusive domestic relationship. TWC staff was impressed with Dana’s
determination to succeed – she already had a part-time job and was
taking college courses. Staff decided she was a good candidate for
Together We Cope’s Families First program.
Families First is a HUD-sponsored transitional to permanent
supportive housing program for homeless families with children. It
also offers permanent supportive housing for homeless families
with children where at least one adult has a disability. Together
We Cope works in partnership with various agencies, such as
PADS, to find housing for eligible applicants. While in the rentsubsidized program clients must meet certain requirements, such

Together We Cope’s
golf outing is the place
to be! Is it your turn to
get a hole-in-one and
win a fabulous prize?
Join us for a fun day
and support a worthy
cause. Lunch, golf,
dinner and prizes are
$125 per person. Golf
only is $95 and dinner
only for $45.

A special Easter at Rock Bottom

Cheryl Ryniak

Cheryl Ryniak of Palos Heights is in the
“Volunteer Spotlight” because of her valuable
work at the Nu2u cash register and her cheerful
take on volunteerism. “Working here is kind of
a club, a nice social gathering with new friends
that I look forward to seeing each week,” she
said.
Cheryl is retired from a career as assistant
children’s librarian with the Chicago Ridge
Public Library, and 17 years as Children’s and
Youth Ministry director at Church of the Transfiguration in Palos Park. She chose Together
We Cope for her volunteer efforts “because of
the things you do for the community, how you
help people in need right here in this area,” she
said.
For the past seven years Cheryl has been on
duty greeting customers at the Nu2u cash register on Tuesday and Wednesday. She learned
about TWC through a church program when
Mary Ann Baer, TWC’s director of development, spoke to a group that was making Easter
baskets for TWC clients.
Cheryl had a recent experience with a Nu2u
shopper that reinforced her belief in the goodness of people. As she was ringing up a

customer’s purchases, the customer dropped
a $5 bill into a food pantry collection jar on
the counter. “I thanked the lady and explained to her how far we can stretch $5 to
help feed a family. Then the lady put another
$25 in the jar! I was so surprised,” Cheryl
said. “But that’s another thing I like about
my work here. The clients and customers are
all very nice. You get to know them after a
while and look forward to seeing them and
catching up on their news.”
From her position at the counter of the
store Cheryl has observed that many shoppers are interested in household items with
good prices. “We definitely have that here,”
she said, “the best prices of all the resale
shops in the region.”
Cheryl and her husband George, also retired, are the parents of three grown children.
They have three grandchildren in Wisconsin,
where they spend a good deal of time enjoying the little ones. She gained a lot of experience volunteering for various causes as her
children were growing up, including Scouts
and baseball teams. “I just like keeping
busy,” she said.
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School bells always ringing at TWC
The current school year is still in session, but Together We Cope staff already is focused on the start of the next school term.
“We work well in advance for our annual Back-to-School program,” said Tina Kessens, special events coordinator. “We hope to
equip 1,500 children in need with backpacks and school supplies in August. That means we must start collecting the items now.”
Kessens and Kerry Nolan, fundraising assistant, will place school supply collection boxes at many locations in the community
and also seek financial support from local businesses and organizations. Backpacks especially are needed, as they are not donated in
the quantity needed.
Further information is available from them at 708-633-5040 or tkessens@togetherwecope.org and knolan@togetherwecope.org.
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All you runners and bikers, get ready for the Duathlon in
Tinley Park scheduled for June 24, 2012. This event consists
of a 2- mile run, 11- mile bike ride and a 2 – mile run
throughout scenic Tinley Park and the surrounding forest
preserve area.
You can enter as an individual or as a team of two in a
relay fashion. Medals will be awarded for individuals and
teams. Categories will be broken into 5-year age brackets.
First, second and third place awards will be given to individuals in both male and female categories, as well as male, female and mixed teams.
All proceeds from this event will be donated to Together
We Cope as it has for the last ten years. Each year the race
gets bigger and better. Registration closes at 650 participants
so register early. To sign up, visit www.metlifeduathlon.com.

TWC staff, family and friends will
walk in the Greater Chicago Food
Depository Hunger Walk

Back the TWC Team!
Kerry Nolan, fundraising assistant at Together We Cope, laces up her walking shoes to
train for the Greater Chicago Food Depository’s
annual Hunger Walk Saturday, June 23 at Soldier Field in Chicago. Kerry is organizing a
team of walkers who will raise funds for
TWC’s purchases of food from the depository.
For more information on sponsoring the TWC
Team, go to www.chicagosfoodbank.org and
make a pledge, or contact Kerry at
knolan@togetherwecope.org.
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We joined the rest of
the nation in celebration
of National Volunteer
Week in April, taking a
moment to acknowledge
the nearly 200 area residents who put the
“together” in Together
We Cope. We gave little
gifts to our wonderful
volunteers to thank them for sharing their special
talents with us, but there is no gift that could
adequately express our gratitude for the wideranging contribution they make to our agency.
Our volunteers do everything from conducting neighborhood food drives to performing high
-level consulting services. They stack the shelves
in the food pantry, sort the donations in the resale
shop, answer the phones in the office and clean
the building after hours. Many of them are professionals who give us the benefit of their wisdom and experience.
Right now we are benefiting from the expertise of Executive Service Corps of Chicago,
which is performing an analysis of internal operations and evaluating our client admission
process. We have been given this service in a
grant from United Way. We also are fortunate to
have the donated professional services of two
gentlemen who prefer to remain anonymous. One
is a real estate developer who is producing

an informational video on our agency and setting
up collection boxes for clothing donations at some
of his properties. The other, an architect, is studying
our office flow and design with an eye toward making some improvements in that area. We recently
received at reduced cost the services of one professional installing new safety lights in our parking lot,
and the donation from another professional of a lifttruck for eight hours in that project.
A group of ladies planning to donate baby items
to us put a fun twist on their project by assembling
dozens of “Project Night Night” bags. These are
cloth totes each containing a soft blanket, a cuddly
stuffed animal and a children’s book to read at bedtime.
Our volunteers find creative ways to help us in
our mission to assist south suburban families in
need. They have embraced our cause as theirs, and
they put a great deal of energy into their roles with
us. They have learned that their talents and abilities
can be stretched to cover new situations, and they
seem to enjoy the challenge of bringing their minds
to bear on a new problem.
Everyone wins in such a scenario, our volunteers
and our agency. But most of all, our clients get the
benefit of a caring community that extends a hand
to them at a time in their lives when they most need
a friend. Many of those clients give back when they
overcome their crisis, never forgetting how important that helping hand was in their lives.
That is how, together, we cope with the ups and
downs that beset all of us in the course of our lives.

A special ‘Thanks’ to our volunteers
Together We Cope said “thank you” to the nearly 200
area residents who give their time and talent to the agency’s
operation throughout the year. During Volunteer Appreciation Week in April, volunteers received a plant and a Together We Cope champagne flute filled with candy in acknowledgement of their efforts for TWC.
“Our volunteers are a great bunch,” said Cate Dietz, volunteer coordinator at TWC. “They come from all walks of
life and from many professions. They are reliable and work
very hard. They will do just about anything that needs doing. Our agency is very fortunate to have them.”
Volunteers work in every department of Together We
Cope, from the food pantry and resale shop to the front office and in fundraising campaigns.

Volunteer Marilyn Kelly receives a
plant and a candy-filled champagne
flute from Kathryn Straniero,
executive director, during
Volunteer Week in April.

